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April 10, 1996

MONTANA POLL: REPUBLICANS NOT HAPPY WITH PRESIDENTIAL CHOICES
MISSOULA Montanans who are likely to vote in the June Republican primary are not very enthusiastic
about their choices for president, and some may defect to the Democrats in the general election or
abstain from voting in that race, according to the latest Montana Poll.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, 410 adult Montanans were polled statewide March 1418. The poll is conducted by The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic
Research.
Of those Montanans who said they would vote in the Republican primary- in June, the
majority (59 percent) said they would vote now for U.S. Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, who
already has enough delegate votes to secure the Republican nomination for president, said Susan
Selig Wallwork, director of the Montana Poll. Among these Montanans polled, Dole holds a
significant margin over Pat Buchanan, his closest challenger; 19 percent said they would vote tor
Buchanan if they were voting now. Seventeen percent were undecided.
Despite the clear support for Dole, some 55 percent of the likely Republican voters would
rather have someone else to vote for in the Republican primary, Wallwork said. Only about tour
in 10 (39 percent) said they were satisfied with their choices. Even among Dole supporters,
roughly half were dissatisfied with the choices.
Asked what they would do in the general election if the wrong candidate won the
-more-

Mpollprim.rl—2
Republican nomination, about 39 percent of the likely Republican voters said they would still
support the Republican nominee. However, almost as many (30 percent) said they would vote for
Bill Clinton, the Democratic incumbent, and another 13 percent said they probably would not vote
in the presidential race. Among Dole supporters, 46 percent would stay with the Republican
nominee, but almost a third (32 percent) said they would vote for Clinton. Among Buchanan
supporters, 46 percent would stay with the Republican nominee, with 15 percent likely to defect to
the Democratic incumbent and 24 percent undecided how they would vote.
If Ross Perot were to enter the race as the Reform Party candidate, the Republican nominee
would lose votes only from Buchanan supporters, Wallwork said. With Perot in the picture, only
about 36 percent of Buchanan’s supporters would still support the Republican nominee, and 36
percent would vote for Perot. Fewer would vote for Clinton or abstain; also, far fewer were
undecided about what they would do with Perot in the race.
Among Dole supporters, while 46 percent would remain with the Republican nominee if
Perot joined the race, 19 percent — drawn largely from the ranks of those who would otherwise
vote for Clinton or abstain on that race -- said they would vote for Perot, Wallwork said.
In the Republican primary for governor, incumbent Marc Racicot maintains a commanding
lead over Rob Natelson, his only challenger, according to the poll. Eight likely Republican
primary voters in 10 (81 percent) said they would vote for Racicot if they were voting now, while
12 percent supported Natelson. About 13 percent remain undecided, and about 6 percent said they
probably would not vote.
In the Republican primary for the U.S. Senate, Lt. Governor Dennis Rehberg held the clear
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lead over Bozeman businessman Ed Borcherdt, his only challenger at the time ot the poll, but
many remain undecided. Half the likely Republican voters (50 percent) said they would vote for
Rehberg if voting now, and 5 percent supported Borcherdt. Forty-three percent, however, were
undecided. Shortly after the poll was completed, former state legislator Jack McDonald announced
his candidacy.
The Montana Poll's statewide sample was drawn using the bureau’s two-stage random
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana s adult population. Its
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers,
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling
procedure is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the
number and gender of adults in the household. The total sample (all respondents) has a potential
maximum error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The potential error margins tor the
Democratic and Republican subgroups are larger, about 8-9 percentage points and 8 percentage
points, respectively, due to the smaller subgroup sizes.

m
Contact: Susan Selig Wallwork, (406) 243-5113 or at home, 543-8188.
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MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana 59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=410)

Interview dates:
Topic:

March 14-18, 1996

Election Outlook 1996 —Republican Primary for U.S. President

Bob
Dornan

Undecided

3%

1%

35%

8%

19%

3%

1%

17%

1%

57%

20%

3%

1%

19%

1%

57%
25%

19%
10%

4%
2%

1%
0%

19%
53%

1%
10%

Bob
Dole

Pat
Buchanan

All respondents (n=4i0)

38%

16%

Likely to vote in Republican primary
in June 1996 (n=l7l)

59%

Usually vote Republican (n=l56)
Republican*5 (n=l40)
Independent*5 (n=60)

NOTE:

Alan
Keves

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aWon’t vote at all or not in this Republican primary.
bSelf-described.

For further information:

4/8/96

Susan Selig Wallwork
Director of Survey Research
BBER/The University of Montana
Missoula, MT 59812

(406) 243-5113
FAX (406) 243-2086
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MONTANA POLL
Bureau of Business and Economic Research, The University of Montana (Missoula, Montana 59812)
Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=410)

Topic:

Election Outlook 1996 — U.S. President (Issues)

Interview dates:

March 14-18, 1996

All
Respondents
fn=410J

Likely Republican Voters3
Support
Support
All
Dole
Buchanan
fn=17n
fn=10n
( n=33J

Thinking about the Republican choices for president, would you say you...
Are pretty satisfied with choices (or at least some/most)
Would rather have someone else to vote for in the Republican primary
Undecided

30%
52%
18%

39%
55%
6%

46%
54%
0%

42%
48%
9%

19%
47%
13%
21%

39%
30%
13%
18%

46%
32%
13%
10%

46%
15%
15%
24%

20%
19%
33%
9%
19%

19%
39%
19%
8%
15%

15%
46%
20%
11%
8%

36%
36%
12%
6%
9%

If the wrong candidate wins the Republican primary, what will you do in the general election?
Vote for Republican nominee
Vote for Bill Clinton
Not vote in the presidential race
Undecided (including likely nonvoters)
And if Ross Perot runs also:

NOTE:

Vote for Ross Perot
Vote for Republican nominee
Vote for Bill Clinton
Not vote in the presidential race
Undecided (including likely nonvoters)

Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

aLikely to vote in Republican primary June 1996.
For further information:
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Susan Selig Wallwork, Director of Survey Research, BBER/The University o f Montana, Missoula MT 59812.
(406) 243-5113 / FAX (406) 243-2086

